What are Tongue Twisters?

 Tongue twisters are not only for light-hearted linguistic fun and games. They serve a practical purpose in practicing pronunciation. English tongue twisters may be used by foreign students of English to improve their accent, actors who need to develop a certain accent, and by speech therapists to help those with speech difficulties.

When their use is for one of these more serious reasons, then tongue twisters are generally subdivided into categories classifying them by the particular vowel or consonant sounds they exercise. The Peter Piper twister, for example, clearly provides practice for the P sound.

Peter Piper picked a peck of pickled pepper.
Did Peter Piper pick a peck of pickled pepper?
If Peter Piper picked a peck of pickled pepper,
Where's the peck of pickled pepper Peter Piper picked?
She sells seashells by the seashore.
The shells she sells are surely seashells.
So if she sells shells on the seashore,
I'm sure she sells seashore shells.

How much wood would a woodchuck chuck
If a woodchuck could chuck wood?
He would chuck, he would, as much as he could,
And chuck as much as a woodchuck would
If a woodchuck could chuck wood.
Imagine an imaginary menagerie manager
imagining managing an imaginary menagerie.

I slit a sheet, a sheet I slit.  
And on a slitted sheet I sit.  
I slit a sheet, a sheet I slit.  
The sheet I slit, that sheet was it.  

One smart fellow, he felt smart.  
Two smart fellows, they felt smart.  
Three smart fellows, they all felt smart.  

A big black bug bit a big black bear, then a big  
Black bear bit the big black bug.  
And when the big black bear bit the big black bug,  
Then the big black bug bit the big black bear.  

If a white chalk chalks on a black blackboard,  
Will a black chalk chalk on a white blackboard?  

She saw a fish on the seashore and I'm sure  
The fish she saw on the seashore was a saw-fish.  

A Sailor  

A sailor went to sea  
To see, what he could see.  
And all he could see  
Was sea, sea, sea.  

One smart fellow, he felt smart.  
Two smart fellows, they felt smart.  
Three smart fellows, they all felt smart. 
