[image: http://www.5minuteenglish.com/img/sp17a.gif]Vocabulary
Levi's Blue Jeans
 


 emigrate- (v) to move permanently from one's country to another.
dry goods- (n) clothing, fabric, and other items to sell
miner- (n) a person who searches for gold, diamonds, etc.
durable- (adj) last a long time
fabric- (n) material for clothing, curtains, etc.
tailor- (n) a person who sews clothing
rivet- (n) (v) a metal piece that holds 2 thing together. (You can see the metal on Levi's jeans)
patent- (n) (v) an inventor's right to be the only one making or selling a product
think it over- (v) think about it, decide
Do you enjoy wearing Levi's blue jeans? Blue jeans have become popular all over the world, but do you know how they got started? Read on to find out...
Levi Strauss was born in Germany in the mid 1800's and emigrated to the United States as a young man. He lived in New York City and learned the dry-goods business for several years. In 1853 he took his knowledge and his dreams to San Francisco (California., USA.) His dream to succeed came true over the next 20 years as he became a very successful businessman.
Many of Levi Strauss' customers were cowboys and miners. They needed clothing that was strong and durable. Strauss found a special fabric from France that was comfortable and lasted a long time. It was called "serge de Nimes," which was later shortened to the word denim.
Another man named Jacob Davis bought large amounts of the denim fabric from Levi Strauss. He was a tailor who made pants for hard-working men. One of his customers was continually tearing the pockets off his pants. So Jacob Davis decided to put rivets on certain parts of the pants to make them stronger. The customer loved the new pants so much that he told all his friends, and soon Jacob Davis was busy making lots of pants with rivets.
Jacob Davis soon realized that using rivets was a great business idea, and he didn't want anybody to steal that idea. He decided that he would need to get a patent. But being a poor tailor, he didn't have enough money to pay for the patent. After thinking it over, he went to the businessman Levi Strauss and told him his idea. He said, "If you agree to pay for the patent, we will share the profits from the riveted pants." Levi Strauss did agree, and the new riveted pant business was called Levi Strauss and Company. Today Levi's jeans are more popular than ever, and Levi's name continues to live on.
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Check Your Understanding
True or False. Check your answers below.

1. Levi Strauss was born in 1853.
 True
 False
2. Levi Strauss wanted to become a great businessman.
 True
 False
3. Levi Strauss sewed pants in his business.
 True
 False
4. Jacob Davis sewed pants in his business.
 True
 False


5. Jacob David used denim to make pants.
 True
 False
6. Jacob Davis put rivets in pants because they looked good.
 True
 False
7. Levi Strauss didn't want to pay for Jacob Davis' patent.
 True
 False
8. Levi Strauss and Jacob Davis became business partners.
 True
 False





9. Do you think that the invention of this product changed the world? Explain.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

10. If you had the money to start your own business, what would it be? Why?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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[image: bullet]travel bug (idiom)- strong desire to travel 
[image: bullet]to be bitten by the travel bug (idiom)- kind of a cute way to say when someone begins to want to travel. After the "bug" bites you, you will really want to travel. 
[image: bullet]to wander- to go from one place to another without any definite plans 
[image: bullet]to be in the comfort of (one's) own home- to be at home, in a familiar or comfortable place 
[image: bullet]to explore- to look around and find out new things 
[image: bullet]exotic (adjective)- strange, mysterious, exciting, unknown 
[image: bullet]mystery- something unknown, something that needs to be found out 
[image: bullet]to flock- large amounts of people go to the same place at the same time 
[image: bullet]vast (adjective)- very large 
[image: bullet]perspective- view, way of seeing things 
[image: bullet]accomplishment- feeling like you have done something important and good 
English Around the World

Reading
Have you ever had the desire to wander the world and see what was out there? While some people prefer to stay in the comfort of their own home, others have been bitten by the travel bug and can't wait to explore the world. Exotic places call to them. "Come visit me and I will show you my mysteries," they say.
Every year millions of people pack their suitcases or put on backpacks and flock to visit the seven continents of the world. They wander through the castles and museums of Europe, and the cities and natural wonders of North and South America. Some visit the vast exotic cultures of Asia, Africa and the Middle East. The great outback of Australia is a wonderland for those who go there. And a few lucky people even make to the most mysterious continent on the earth- Antarctica.
Why do people want to explore the world? It gives them a better perspective about the earth and the people living on it. It opens their minds, it gives them a feeling of accomplishment, and it makes them feel alive. So save some money, get your passport ready, and see the world. It will change your life forever.
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Choose True or False. Check your answers at the bottom of the page by clicking on the arrow.

1. To be bitten by the travel bug means you like to stay home.
 True
 False
2. People bitten by the travel bug like to visit new places.
 True
 False
3. The great outback is in Europe.
 True
 False
4. Antarctica is in Africa.
 True
 False
5. Asia is vast.
 True
 False
6. Traveling opens your mind.
 True
 False
7. Traveling makes you feel alive.
 True
 False
8. Traveling helps you see things in a new way.
 True
 False


9. What places around the world have you visited? Which one have you liked the most? Why?
[bookmark: _GoBack]_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

10. What place would you like to visit? Why?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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