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I. Complete the following speculations in the past using the modals must, might, could, may, can’t or couldn’t.

1) Paul looks tired, he_______________ out last night.
2) I _______________ the race if I had trained harder.
3) He _______________ really sick if he hadn’t started taking care of his health.
4) Mary ______________ the day off, because I haven’t seen her today.
5) I saw a strange light in the sky last night. It ______________ a UFO!

II. Rewrite the following sentences speculating using can’t, couldn’t, might, or must.

1) It definitely isn’t a ghost!

2) I am totally sure that Peter knocked on the door.

3) Perhaps the Incas built these ruins.

4) There’s only one possibility that Louis got lost.

5) We are sure that the Mayans didn’t build these ruins.

6) We ensure that Mike isn’t guilty.


III. Choose the correct modal to complete the sentences.

1) Peter (must/might) have already arrived to his office. He left his house at 7:00 A.M.
2) Susan (could not/ might not) study with us today. She felt very sick some hours ago.
3) The dog (must not/can’t) be sick. It was ok 20 minutes ago.
4) Johnson (can’t/might not) play today. Yesterday in the practice he couldn’t even walk.
5) Mike (may/ must) have gotten lost. That’s what I think.

IV. Write 4 speculations for each of the following past events:
1) Jennifer flunked her final exam.
a)
b)
c)
d)

2) Luis and his wife couldn’t assist to our party.
a)
b)
C)
d)

3) Mary couldn’t control all the children in class.
a)
b)
c)
d)   
