UNIT 11
General ability

COULD + BASE FORM:
USE:  to talk about general abilities in the past.
He could speak  French when he was 5.
I couldn´t  read before I started school.
Ability on one occasion
WAS/WERE  ABLE TO+ BASE FORM (specific achievements), 
[bookmark: _GoBack]MANAGED TO + BASE FORM( specific achievements that were difficult)
SUCCEEDED IN + V-ING (specific achievements that were difficult)
USE:  talk about the ability (or lack of ability) to successfully complete a particular task or activity, but not to talk about a general ability. 
The burglar was able to get in through the bathroom window.
The burglar wasn’t able to get in through the window.
Was the burglar able to get in through the window?
The burglar managed to get in through the bathroom window.
The burglar didn’t manage to get in through the window.
Did the burglar  manage to get in through the window?
The burglar succeeded in getting in through the window
The burglar didn’t succeed in getting in through the window
Did the burglar succeed in getting in through the window?
FUTURE IN THE PAST
1. WAS/WERE + GOING TO+ BASE FORM
USE: * An intention which may or may not have been fulfilled.
                I was going to cook, but I was too tired.
· A plan or arrangement which changed 
We were going to meet at 2 pm but I came late 

2. WAS/WERE + ABOUT TO+ BASE FORM
USE: to say that we were very close to doing something.
We were about to have dinner when he came over.
3. WOULD + BASE FORM
USE: to report what somebody said they would do.
Panchito said that he would get married that evening.
4. WOULD HAVE + PAST PARTICIPLE
USE: to refer to a future action in the past which didn’t happen
She would have gone, but she didn’t have a ticket.
5. WAS/WERE + SUPPOSED TO + BASE FORM
USE: to talk about actions which people should have done, but didn’t.
You were supposed to do homework..

