THE AMERICAN SCHOOL ENGLISH ACADEMY
English Level 6 Syllabus
Course Requirements:
· Minimum of 88 attendance hours
· Minimum of 80% as a passing grade
· Punctuality
Schedule: Monday thru Friday from 7:00 P.M. to 9:00 P.M.
Teacher: José Roberto Uclés Becerra
Cell phone number: 9982-3287
Course Description:
This course focuses on developing oral and written fluency and preparing the students to take either the TOEFL or the TOEIC test if they decide to register and take the exam in the near future. 
Course Goals:
At the end of this course, students will be able to:
1. Speak fluently about different topics.
2. Understand texts and conversations by hearing them.
3. Communicate orally and in written form using grammar and vocabulary correctly.
Methodology:
Our methodology focuses on communication centered in the student. This allows our students to acquire the necessary competencies to communicate fluently in English.
In our classes, students are involved in dynamic and motivating activities such as role-play, pair work, small group work, conversations, and individual oral presentations that are done in a friendly, non-threatening environment that facilitates the practice of the English language. They also complete practice exercises that prepare them for the TOEFL test.



Course Rules:
-Students are expected to attend the course for a minimum of 88 hours.
-*Students are not allowed to text messages or to answer phone calls in the classroom. If students need to answer a call or text a message, they must leave the classroom to do so.
- If students miss a test, is their responsibility to take it the next time they   come to class. Oral presentations can be made up only under very special circumstances and with the previous approval of the teacher.
-  If you are absent, please feel free to call me or e-mail me via engrade to ask questions about missing assignments or lesson contents. I will be happy to help you.
- Late assignments will be accepted but will have a 5 point deduction.
-* Students are not allowed to bring food or beverages into the classroom.
Grading:
Students can obtain a maximum grade of 100% which is distributed in two kinds of assignments: classwork, written exercises, and oral presentations, class discussions and speaking activities. 30% comes from classwork and written exercises and 70% comes from oral presentations, class discussions and speaking activities.
Classwork and written exercises: During this course, students will be exposed to all sorts of exercises in the classroom. Some of these exercises will be oral and others will be written. The written exercises count for 30% of the grade. Homework is part of the written exercises category.

Oral presentations, discussions, and speaking activities: Throughout the course, students will be doing speaking exercises in the classroom as well as oral presentations which they will prepare in advance. These activities count for 70 % of the final grade. Good grammar usage, pronunciation, and thorough preparation are highly regarded in the oral presentations.


Calendar and Contents
Date: Sept. 30-Oct. 4. Contents: Grammar: past perfect review. Readings: Cipher in the Snow, Children Learn What They Live, and Love and the Cabbie: Discussions: names and self-concept. Written assignment: listening, reading, and vocabulary comprehension exercises related to the grammar review. TOEFL practice: structure and written expressions. Homework: prepare an oral presentation about five milestones in your life.
Date: Oct. 7-11. Contents: Oral evaluation 1: Five Milestones in my Life. Grammar: could have and should have review. Readings: Beware of a Crocodile Bag, Field Experiment: Preparation for the Changing Police Role, and The Six Men of Indostan. Discussions: self-concept and perception. Written assignments: listening, reading, and vocabulary comprehension exercises related to the grammar review and vocabulary for achievement lesson 1. TOEFL practice: listening exercises. Homework: prepare a speech about a true or fictional story that tells about a conflict between family members. 
Date: Oct 14-18. Contents: Oral evaluation 2: a conflict between family members. Grammar: must have, may have, and might have review. Readings: What are Emotions? Some Feelings, and Managing Difficult Emotions. Discussions: How does it feel?, feelings and phrases, and talking to yourself. Written assignment: listening, reading and vocabulary comprehension exercises related to the grammar review and vocabulary for achievement lesson 2. TOEFL practice: reading comprehension exercises. Homework: prepare a speech about an unsolved mystery.
Date: Oct 21- 25. Contents: Oral evaluation 3: unsolved mystery. Grammar: passive voice and passive voice with modals review. Readings: The Semantics of “I Love You,” How to Tell a Businessman from a Businesswoman, and The Husbands in My Life. Discussions: genetic engineering, cloning, and attitude survey. Written assignment: listening, reading, and vocabulary comprehension related to the grammar review and vocabulary for achievement lesson 3. TOEFL practice: structure and written expression. Homework: prepare an oral presentation about your stand on a very controversial issue of your choice. Include arguments to support your position.

Date: Oct.28-Nov.1. Contents: Oral evaluation 4: controversial issue. Grammar: make, let, help, get, and the passive causative review. Readings: The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes, The Look of a Victim, and Touch Sparks Love. Discussions: verbal and nonverbal communication, reading body language, and ideal work spaces. Written assignment: listening, reading, and vocabulary comprehension exercises related to the grammar review and vocabulary for achievement lesson 4. TOEFL practice: listening comprehension exercises. Homework: prepare an oral presentation about a person they admire and who has been a source of inspiration.
Date: Nov.4-8. Contents: Oral evaluation 5: a person who has inspired them. Grammar: reduced adjective clauses review. Readings: Is Anyone Listening?, Danny, They learn to Aid Costumers by Becoming Good Listeners. Discussions: distance makes a difference in a conversation, active listening, and what would you say?. Written assignment: listening, reading and vocabulary comprehension exercises related to the grammar review and vocabulary for achievement lesson 5. TOEFL practice: reading comprehension exercises. Homework: Prepare an oral presentation about three of their lifelong dreams. Include reasons for wanting to fulfill these dreams.
Date: Nov 11-15. Contents: Oral evaluation 6: three dreams to fulfill. Grammar: the past unreal conditional review. Readings: TV or not TV: Content, Relationship, and Communication and Guidelines for Self-Disclosure. Discussions: analyzing interpersonal attraction, levels of self-disclosure. Written assignment: listening, reading and vocabulary comprehension exercises related to the grammar review and vocabulary for achievement lesson 6. TOEFL practice: structure and written expression. Homework: prepare an oral presentation about three things they regret doing and what they could have done differently. 
Date: Nov.18-22. Contents: Oral evaluation 7: things I regret doing and what I could have done differently. Grammar: adverbial clauses review. Reading: A Child’s Garden of Defense Mechanisms: Discussion: defense mechanisms. Written assignment: listening, reading, and vocabulary comprehension exercises related to the grammar review and vocabulary for achievement lesson 7. Homework:  prepare and oral presentation about a painting, sculpture or place of their choice. They will describe it and give their opinion of it. They must bring the image of the subject.
Date: Nov. 26-30. Contents: Oral evaluation 8: description and opinion of a painting, sculpture, or place. Grammar: quoted and reported speech, and verb changes in reported speech review. Readings: Please Hear What I’m Not Saying and Crazymakers: Indirect Aggression. Discussions: Follow up to the readings. Written assignment: listening, reading, and vocabulary comprehension exercises related to the grammar review and vocabulary for achievement lesson 8. TOEFL practice: listening comprehension exercises. Homework: prepare an oral presentation about a) the best job they’ve ever had,  b) the worst job they’ve ever had,  or c) the kind of job they´d like to have in the future.
Date: Dec. 3-7. Contents: Oral evaluation 9: Description of the best, worst, or ideal job. Grammar: gerunds and infinitives review. Reading: A Positive Development in the Philosophy of Divorce. Discussions: name the feeling, styles of conflict resolution. Written assignment: listening, reading, and vocabulary comprehension exercises related to the grammar review and vocabulary for achievement lesson 9. TOEFL practice: reading comprehension exercises. Homework: prepare an oral presentation about a song they really like. In the presentation they have to tell why they like it, how it makes them feel and if they associate the song with a certain person or time in their life.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Date: Dec.10-14. Contents: Oral evaluation 10: my favorite song. Grammar: review and practice of the last five grammar reviews. Reading: Princess Cruises brochure. Discussions: a conversation between travelers, and a major change in my life. Written assignment:  selftests and vocabulary for achievement lesson 10. TOEFL Practice Exam.
