THE AMERICAN SCHOOL
ENGLISH ACADEMY
(PROGRAM AND GENERAL INFORMATION FOR THE CLASS)
Fourth Academic Period, 2014
Course Instructor: Lic. Gisela Flores-Ponce
E-mail: gmfloresp@amschool.org / English Academy
[bookmark: _GoBack]Time: 8 to 12 pm each Saturday
Classroom: #12 (Edificio middle school)
Course Description: This is the introductory course to the English Academy.  This course offers integrated skills with an emphasis on improving English proficiency and understanding of world culture. It includes continued practice in listening, speaking, pronunciation, vocabulary building, grammar, reading, writing and learning strategies. It also includes using computer technology with the use of an e-workbook and a digital book for class instruction. Through listening comprehension and oral performances, you will practice communication skills in a second language. You will also learn to comprehend the main ideas in short passages and listen for specific detail as well as engage in short conversations and report personal information and express opinions.
GOALS OF THIS COURSE
By the end of this course, students will be able to:
· To develop functional language
· To read and understand short texts and identify main ideas and details
· Interact with others with the use of different language structures
· Write short paragraphs on a wide variety of topics 
· Increase vocabulary knowledge 
· Learn new material through English

COURSE OBJECTIVES
· To integrate the use of technology in order to enhance language learning
· Practice communicational skills in several different situations.
· Read and understand texts about different topics
· Acquire basic writing skills such as simple or compound sentence structure

RESOURCES AND SUPPORT MATERIAL
· Global by Macmillan
· E-workbook 
· Selected material from other sources


REQUIREMENTS
Weekly attendance is required and expected. Students need to have a minimum of 36 hours in order to pass the course.

44 hours/11 weeks   
** Para pasar el curso hay que haber cumplido con por lo menos 36 horas de clase (presenciales). Por cada hora de retraso se cuenta una llegada tarde.

Participation is a very important part of the entire grade since class activities are essential to the success of the course. Students are expected to do homework, prepare material assigned, and actively participate in class discussions.
To receive a passing grade, students must have:

1. A minimum overall grade of 80% (including lab work) / Se pasa con 80% de promedio. 
2. 36 hours attendance – Asistencia minima es 36 horas para poder pasar

METHODOLOGY
Instructor will present the topics of the unit and engage the students in constant practice of the structures learned. Activities (such as conversations, interactive practice, games) will be used to move through the four competences tackled in the textbook (listening, speaking, reading, and writing). The textbook will be the primary source of support for the students.  At the end of each unit a short quiz will test them on their grammar knowledge, vocabulary acquisition, comprehension and production while classroom presentations, activities and discussions will test their oral comprehension and production. A final test will be taken the last day of classes to test their overall learning of the units and topics treated.

EVALUATION

· Written examinations
Unit quizzes for each unit	40%

· Lab work (MEC LAb)		10%

· Oral Participation every week/Presentations/Group Work		
                                                          50%

A total of 8 units will be covered (see outline attached)








