Passive voice with reporting verbs
Meaning and use
This structure is used to report information in a formal style or to report facts.
Passive structures hide the source of the information. This is because: 
· a) it is obvious
· b) the source is unimportant or is 'people in general' agents
examples: we, they, people, everybody, one etc.  
· c) the source is unknown.
Follow the following patterns:
1. it + passive reporting verb + that-clause
In this pattern, the generalised agent + active reporting verb is replaced with it + passive reporting verb:
· Everybody knows that my grandfather likes red wine. (simple present)
Agent + verb (simple present) + that – clause
· It is known that my grandfather likes red wine.
Agent (object) + passive verbs + that + reporting clause
Substituted by it

2. [bookmark: _GoBack]subject + passive reporting verb + to-infinitive
In this pattern we start with the subject of the reported clause (agent is eliminated), which is followed by the passive reporting verb and the to-infinitive form of the verb in the reported clause:
· Everybody knows that my grandfather likes red wine. (simple present)
Agent + verb 1 + that + reporting clause (subject + verb 2 + complement)

· My grandfather is known to like red wine.
Subject of the reporting clause + verb be + verb 1(in past participle) + to + infinitive + complement.

The reporting verb (is known) is in the same tense as it was in the active sentence (knows). The type of to-infinitive we use (to like) corresponds to the temporal relationship between the action of reporting and the reported event. This temporal relationship can be of two basic types:

The reporting and the reported event happen simultaneously (as in the example above).
The reported event happens before the reporting.



The following table shows examples of reporting verbs which can be used with the patterns above:
	Examples of reporting verbs used in the passive voice

	allege
assume
believe
claim
consider
declare
	discover
estimate
expect
feel
find
intend
	know
observe
presume
prove
report
reveal
	say
see
show
suppose
think
understand



*Remember that different types of infinitive can be used (simple, continuous, perfect or perfect continuous: to work, to be working, to have worked, to have been working).
Both these structures are used, but the first one is probably the most usual because it can be used with almost any sentence:
1. A.  It is thought that the politician is accepting bribes.
1. B. The politician is thought to be accepting bribes.

2. A. It is said that twenty people died in the explosion.                                                        
2. B. Twenty people are said to have died in the explosion. 

3. A. It is believed that the Prime Minister is on the point of resigning.
3. B. The prime minister is believed to be on the point of resigning

4. A. It was known that the politician had been taking drugs for ages.
4. B.The politician was known to have been taking drugs for ages.
Reporting a simultaneous event in the passive voice
subject + passive reporting verb + to-infinitive (simple)
If the reporting and the reported event happen simultaneously, i.e. in the same time frame, we use the simple to-infinitive:
If the time frame is the present:
My son's football coach is said to be very strict. (They say my son's football coach is very strict.)

If the time frame is the past:
Paul was thought to be in the house. (Everybody thought Paul was in the house.)
Reporting an earlier event in the passive voice
subject + passive reporting verb + to-infinitive (perfect)
If the reported event happens before the reporting, we use the perfect to-infinitive.
If the reporting happens in the present and the reported event in the past:
He is believed never to have smiled at anyone. (They believe he never smiled / has never smiled at anyone.)
If the reporting happens in the past and the reported event in an earlier past(past perfect)
Lucy was assumed to have left the day before. (They assumed Lucy had left the day before.)

Reporting an earlier event in the passive voice
SUBJECT + PASSIVE REPORTING VERB + TO-INFINITIVE (PERFECT OR PERFECT CONTINUOUS)
If the reported event happens before the reporting, we use perfect or perfect continuous infinitives, depending on whether the verb in the reported clause was simple or continuous.
If the reporting happens in the present and the reported event in the past:
He is believed never to have smiled at anyone. (They believe he never smiled / has never smiled at anyone.)
She is known to have been writing songs for years. (They know she was writing / has been writing songs for years.)
If the reporting happens in the past and the reported event in an earlier past:
Lucy was assumed to have left the day before. (They assumed Lucy had left the day before.)
The organisers were thought to have been preparing for days. (Everybody thought the organisers had been preparing for days.)
In the following examples, the verb in the reported clause of the original sentence was passive, so we use passive infinitives in the new sentence.
If the reporting happens in the present and the reported event in the past:
The picture is known to have been painted by Caspar David Friedrich. (They know that the picture was painted / has been painted by Caspar David Friedrich. / They know that Caspar David Friedrich painted / has painted the picture.)
The picture is believed to have been being painted for years. (rarely used) (They believe that the picture was being painted / has been being painted for years. / They believe that the artist was painting / has been painting the picture for years.)
If the reporting happens in the past and the reported event in an earlier past:
The documents were claimed to have been signed by the CEO. (They claimed that the documents had been signed by the CEO. / They claimed that the CEO had signed the documents.)
The tree was reported to have been being chopped when the accident happened. (rarely used) (The investigators reported that the tree had been being chopped when the accident happened. / The investigators reported that the woodcutters had been chopping the tree 
Reporting a simultaneous event in the passive voice
SUBJECT + PASSIVE REPORTING VERB + TO-INFINITIVE (SIMPLE OR CONTINUOUS)
If the reporting and the reported event happen simultaneously, i.e. in the same time frame, we use simple or continuous infinitives, depending on whether the verb in the reported clause was simple or continuous.
If the time frame is the present:
My son's football coach is said to be very strict. (They say my son's football coach is very strict.)
J. K. Rowling is rumoured to be writing a new book. (Rumour has it that J. K. Rowling is writing a new book.)
If the time frame is the past:
Paul was thought to be in the house. (Everybody thought Paul was in the house.)
Vincent was reported to be staying in Paris at that time. (They reported Vincent was staying in Paris at that time.
In the following examples, the verb in the reported clause of the original sentence was passive, so we use passive infinitives in the new sentence.
If the time frame is the present:
The manuscript is believed to be owned by Mr Wilkins. (They believe the manuscript is owned by Mr Wilkins. / They believe Mr Wilkins owns the manuscript.)
The painting is said to be being restored. (rarely used) (They say the painting is being restored. / They say that some experts are restoring the painting.)
If the time frame is the past:
The money was thought to be provided by a private foundation. (They thought the money was provided by a private foundation. / They thought a private foundation provided the money.)
The spy's phone was believed to be being tapped. (rarely used) (The CIA believed that the spy's phone was being tapped. / The CIA believed that someone was tapping the spy's phone.)
Homework
Do exercises 1 and 2 from link
http://random-idea-english.blogspot.com/2013/06/passive-reporting-structures.html
In the book
Do exercises 8 and 9 on page 95
Do exercises 5 and 6 on page 96
Plus watch the movie Green Book
We’ll discuss everything on Monday.
