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In the passive, the object of an active verb becomes the
subject of the passive verb: the boy in (a) becomes the
subject of the passive verb in (b).

Notice that the subject of an active verb foilows by in
a passive sentence. The noun that follows by is called
the “agent.” In (b): Mary is the agent.

(a) and (b) have the same meaning.

subject verb object
F . - s
ACTIVE: (a) Mary helped the boy.

subject verb
.
PASSIVED  (b) The boy was helped by Mary.

ACTIVE: (c) An accident happened.

Only transitive verbs (verbs that can - bbby i
PASSIVE:  (d) (none)

object) are used in the passive. It is no: possibic to
use intransitive verbs (such as happen, sleep, come,

. 1 seem)
in the passive. (See Appendix Chart A-1, p. al))

Form of the passive: be + past participle

ACTIVE PASSIVE
simple present Mary helps the boy. The boy is helped by Mary
present progressive  Mary is helping the boy. The boy is being helped by Mary‘
present perfect* Mary has helped the boy. The boy has been Ielmed ol .
simple past Mary helped the boy. The boy was helped b-y M;ry.
past progressive Mary was helping the boy. The boy was being helped by Mar)’.
past perfect* Mary had helped the boy. The boy had been helped by M Y.
simple future* Mary will help the boy. The boy  will be helped by M ry.
be going to Mary is going to help the boy. The boy is going to be helped by Mary.
Sfuture perfect* Mary will have helped the boy. The boy  will have been helped Yy Mary.

by Mary.

(¢) Was the boy helped by Mary?
(f) Is the boy being helped by Mary?
(g) Has the boy been helped by Mary?

In the question form of passive verbs, an auxihary

verb precedes the subject (See A i
. - <
p. A8, for information about quesi’il())nng:m(;t;an b

*The progressive forms of the present perfect, past perfect, future, and future perfect are v -
ik cry rarely used in the passiv
€.
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EXERCISE 1. Forming the passive. (Chart 11-1)

Directions: Change the active to the passive.

1. Tom opens the door. » The door is opened
2. Tom is opening the door. * The door

3. Tom has opened the door. -+ The door

4. Tom opened the door, -+ The door

5. Tom was opening the door. - The door

6. Tom had opened the door. - The door

7. Tom will open the door. - The door

3. Tom is going to open the door. - The door

9. Tom will have opened the door. - The door
10. Is Tom opening the door? - thedoor
11. Did Tom open the door? - ____ thedoor
12. HasTom opened the door? - the door

1 EXERCISE 2. Forming the passive. (Chart 11-1)

PART 1. Change the active to passive.

1. Shakespeare wroze that play. - That play was written by Shakespeare.
2. Waitresses and waiters serve customers.

3. The teacher is going to cxplain the lesson.

4. Shirley has suggested a new idea.

5. Bill will invite Ann to the party.

=)

6. Alex is preparing that report. ﬁ
7 7";..‘“‘

7. Two horses were pulling i, "ﬁ"lﬂh‘;

4
s

the farmer’s wagon,

1

’ -

-
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by Tom.
by Tom.
by Tom.
by Tom.
by Tom.

by Tom.

_ bvTom.

by Tom.
by Tom.
by Tom?

by Tom?

by Tom?
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1 EXERCISE 10. Using the passive. (Charts 11-1 -» 11-3)

" ) ) .. . in parentiicses.
Directions: Use either active or passive, in any appropriate tense, for the verbs in | M

1.

. The game (win, probably)

. In my country, certain prices, such as the price of medical Supplics, (cou

. Yesterday a purse-snatcher (catch)

The Amazon valley is extremely important to the ecology of the earth. Forty percent

of the world’s oxygen (produce) there.

. Right now Roberto is in the hospital* He (treay) ___ for

a bad burn on his hand and arm.

by the other team

tomorrow. They’re a lot better than we are.

. There was a terrible accident on a busy downtown street yesterday. Dozens of people

(see)

it, including my friend, who (interview)

-
by the police.

trol)

by the government. Other prices (dezermine)
_—

Pay for a product.
—  —————— byad. Whils st

——————————— by the police, he Gump)
over a fence into someone’s yard, where he encountered a fe
(keep)

by how much consumers are willing to

thief (chase)
\
rocious dog, The dog

the thief from escaping.

_——

*in the hospital = American English; in hospiral = British Ep

glish
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10.

11.

The first fish (appear)

on the earth about 500" million years ago.

Up to Now, more thanp 20,000 kinds of fish (namnie)
and (de.\‘cribc)

discover)

by scientists. New species (
N
S T———— _ every vear so the total increases contmually.

Richard Anderson is a former astronaut. Several vears ago, when he was 52, Anderson

(inform) by his superior at an aircraft corporation that he
—

could no longer be a test pilot. He (zell) that he was being

relieved of his duties because of his age. Anderson took the corporation to court for

age discrimination.

Frostbite may occur when the skin (expose) Lo extreme

the skin of the cheeks,

cold. It most frequently (affecy)*

chin, ears, fingers, nose, and toes.

In 1877, a network of lines (discover) ————— on the surface of Mars

by an Italian astronomer, Giovanni Schiaparelli. The astronomer (call)

these lines “channels,” but when the Italian word (; translate)

into English, it became “canals.” As a result, some people thoughr .. lines were

waterways that (build) —————— by some unknown Creatures. \We

now know that the lines are not really canals. Canals (exist, nor)

——— e

on Mars.

Carl Gauss (recognize) — ——————— 3s a mathematical senjus when
he was ten. One day a professor gave him an anithmetic problem. Carl (ask)

to add up ali the numbers from 1 10 100 (12 %+

~
3

+d4+5ec) It(ake) only eight seconds o solv

problem. How could he do it so quickly> C

¢ the
an you do it qQuickly?

Carl could do it quickly because he (know) that each pair of
- -

numbers — 1 plus 100, 2 plus 99, 3 plus 98, and so on 1o 50 plus 51

cqualed 101.
Sohe Gmuduiply) __ 5 tmes 101 and (come)

-
up with the answer: 5,050.




