MODAL VERBS SPECULATION – DEDUCTION
PRESENT / PAST
NAME:___________________________________________ DATE:_____________________
· Select the correct word from parenthesis to complete each sentence.
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· Complete the story with the phrases below
EASTER ISLAND
Easter Island, 3,000 km off the coast of Chile in the Pacific Ocean is very far from land. Today, it is a small island with few people or trees , but at one time a lot of people lived there. Scientists believe that the original inhabitants (1)_____________________________________ by accident. Around 100 people (2)_______________________________ on the western coast of the island. But then the number of inhabitants increased too quickly. Scientists agree that the inhabitants (3)__________________ _________________ on the island and finally all died. The Easter Island statues are famous, but nobody knows why they are there or why there are so many. The statues (4)_____________________________, or Easter Island (5)__________________________ of a much bigger island. The statues are very large and heavy, so they (6)________________________ to move. Scientists still do not know how the inhabitants (7)__________________________ .

may have landed
might have done this
must have used up all the food
can’t have been easy
may have discovered the island
should have done this
could have been part
might have been gods
must not have landed
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2 to express certainty CAN'T, COULDN'T, MUST  She can't be Irish. -
3 for possible explanations COULD, MAY, MIGHT She could be Scottish.

A Look at the following phrases and write in which type you think they are. Then fill the gaps.
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They (may/must). ... be away for the weekend but I'm not sure.

He (can/could). ... be French, judging by his accent.

They (can'tmay). . still be out!

With luck, tomorrow (can't/could)... .. be a sunny day.

You (can/might)... . be right but 'm going to check anyway.

The exam (can'tmight). .. be easy. You never know.
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It (may/can't).
Congo. It's impossible.

Dave reckons she's from The States but | think she (can'/might).
Scandinavia.

1 (can'timight)...
This (must/could)
teacher to make sure.
She (can'tcould).

| really think Real Madrid (can't/could).

She's been revising 10 hours a day for 3 weeks. She (could/must).
exhausted.
Nobody's answering. They (can'ymust)...

. be true about a sauropod dinosaur living in Lake Telé in the

.. be from

go to the party but I'm not sure yet.

.. be the right answer but we'll have to check with your
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. steal things from shops. She's rich and famous.

..lose the final of the King's Cup.
..be

14
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.. be out.

He (can'tmay).. ...be from the USA. He doesn't speak English.
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She must have gone out - There is strong evidence.
I might have made a mistake - There is a possibility that | made a mistake.
He can't have been there. - It's impossible.
You should have apologised - Acriticism
You shouldn't have said that. - A criticism

A Fill the gaps with must have, might have or can't have.

.studied really hard. She passed all her exams with excellent grades.

shouted at him. He'll never forgive you.

.. arrived by now. It's only a 20 minute journey.

The concert was fantastic. You really . .. come.

The boss is in a terrible mood. The meeting .. been good.

Sarah ..

. been so happy when she found out she was being promoted.

I'had to wait 45 minutes for a bus yesterday. There been an accident or maybe a strike.

He ... . bought a new car. He doesn't have any money.

‘Andrew did no revision for the exam but he's passed. | think he .. . cheated.

.. stolen it.

11eft my bicycle in front of the library and it's disappeared. Someone .

Clara was very upset with you yesterday. You apologised for saying she was lazy.

John has forgotton about the meeting. We ... reminded him about it yesterday.

I'm sorry but Samantha isn't here. She ... . already left the office.

You.. . tried to fix the roof yourself. You might have fallen off and been badly injured.

ge . known it was your birthday. Otherwise, I'm sure he would have wished you a happy
ay.
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