[bookmark: _GoBack]Gary Snyder – US Poet & Environmentalist
(born May 8, 1930) is an American man of letters. Perhaps best known as a poet (often associated with the Beat Generation and the San Francisco Renaissance), he is also an essayist, lecturer, and environmental activist. He has been described as the "poet laureate of Deep Ecology"). Snyder is a winner of a Pulitzer Prize for Poetry. His work, in his various roles, reflects an immersion in both Buddhist spirituality and nature. Snyder has translated literature into English from ancient Chinese and modern Japanese.
Listening Comprehension – Snyder Interview- The Lannan Foundation (7:08)
1 – What two objectives did Snyder want to achieve as a poet?
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
2 – What poems does Snyder read from his Anthology “Axe Handles”
________________________________________________________________________
3- What was the poet Lou Welch’s question to Snyder?
___________________________________________________________________________________
4 – After forest fires in California – what is the first post-fire succession plant?
______________________
5 – What was the 1960s Counterculture vision of the future in the late 1960s? (6:05)
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________










Gary Snyder Listening Comprehension Answers
1 -Simple aims;
1.1-To write good poetry; - Using Dufu and Ben Johnson as “Touchstones”
2.2- Responsive to issues that confront one in life; problems of politics & history
e.g. ecology and species destruction, destruction of life on the planet
“Doing what one has to do & being a good artist” -2:20
2- Songs for Gaia 2:41
3- “Gary, do you think the rocks pay any attention to the trees?”
4 - Manzanita  (5:21)
5 – “A kind of communalism, a cooperative society, a low consumption, relatively non material social world…”
This future was appropriated as a mainstream aspiration.


