UNIT 11

Objective 
To talk about how you acquire knowledge. 
General ability

COULD + BASE FORM:
USE:  to talk about general abilities in the past.
He could speak  French when he was 5.
I couldn´t  read before I started school.
Ability on one occasion
WAS/WERE  ABLE TO+ BASE FORM (specific achievements), 
MANAGE TO + BASE FORM( specific achievements that were difficult)
SUCCEED IN + V-ING (specific achievements that were difficult)
USE:  talk about the ability (or lack of ability) to successfully complete a particular task or activity, but not to talk about a general ability. 
The burglar was able to get in through the bathroom window.
The burglar wasn’t able to get in through the window.
Was the burglar able to get in through the window?
The burglar managed to get in through the bathroom window.
The burglar didn’t manage to get in through the window.
Did the burglar  manage to get in through the window?
The burglar succeeded in getting in through the window
The burglar didn’t succeed in getting in through the window
Did the burglar succeed in getting in through the window?
FUTURE IN THE PAST
1. WAS/WERE + GOING TO+ BASE FORM
USE: * An intention which may or may not have been fulfilled.
                I was going to cook, but I was too tired.
· A plan or arrangement which changed 
We were going to meet at 2 pm but I came late 

2. WAS/WERE + ABOUT TO+ BASE FORM
USE: to say that we were very close to doing something.
We were about to have dinner when he came over.
3. WOULD + BASE FORM
USE: to report what somebody said they would do.
Panchito said that he would get married that evening.
4. WOULD HAVE + PAST PARTICIPLE
USE: to refer to a future action in the past which didn’t happen
[bookmark: _GoBack]She would have gone, but shsde didn’t have a ticket.
5. WAS/WERE + SUPPOSED TO + BASE FORM
USE: to talk about actions which people should have done, but didn’t.
You were supposed to do homework..


















Practice Exercise
could, was/were able to, managed to

1      _____________________  get the 10.00 train?
2     I  __________________  swim when I was 5!
3      ______________________  log on to Frank's computer?
4      ______________________ find Diana's bag?
5      ______________________  speak French as a child?
6     I  ___________________ get a job in a restaurant last summer.
7     We  ____________________  get tickets for the concert!
8     My brother  _________________  read until he was 9.
9     They  ___________________   get to the station on time.
10   My dad  _______________ play the guitar when he was young.

"To manage or to succeed"
 1Principio del formulario
. I have managed ___________________(to climb) the Everest! 
2. I don't think I have succeeded _____________ (to persuade) him to stay in Paris. 
3. Paul managed _________________ (to learn) English during his holidays. 
4. The stowaways have succeeded __________________ (to cross) the customs post. 
5. The neighbors might manage ______________ (to organize) the party. 
6. You will succeed _____________ (to knit up) this sweater because you are very skillful. 
7. The girls may be managed ___________________ (to build) this doll's house. 
8. Do you have succeeded _____________________ (to lift up) this box ? 
9. The pastry cook succeeded _______________ (to make) the cheesecake with this recipe. 
10. I enjoyed managing ___________________ (to persuade) him to stay in Paris. 


Could or managed to 

Principio del formulario
	I ______ speak Italian really well when I lived in Venice.

	It was quite difficult but I ______ get it all done.

	It was very frustrating. I ______ make her understand what I wanted.

	He ______ walk when he was only 8 months old.

	For once, I ______ get up early today. It was an effort!

	I missed the last train but I ______ get a taxi.

	I ______ do the Times crossword ten years ago but I can't nowadays. I'm getting too old!

	I looked everywhere but I ______ find it.

	There were very few seats left but I ______ get us two tickets.

	I ______ run much faster when I was 20.

	I would have liked to have gone but I ______ get a ticket.

	I ______ see what was wrong with what I had put but I kept getting an error message.

	I ______ read when I was only four.

	I don't speak much Russian but I ______ make the taxi driver understand where I wanted to go.

	I asked Tom if he ______ help.

	How on earth did you ______ find it? It's just what I wanted.

	Sorry I'm late. I ______ start my car.

	When I was young, I ______ run fast but now I cannot.

	I ______ find the correct answer anywhere.

	In spite of his broken arm, he ______ come into the office for the meeting.



FUTURE IN THE PAST

1. He was almost sure he ____________________ (pass) his exam.

2. All the problems _____________________ (be) solved during yesterday's meeting.

3. We ____________________  (travel) with them, but they finally convinced us.

4. I was sure that Kate _________________ (leave)  by the time I arrived.

5. When I got to the station, the train _____________________ (leave)

6. We couldn't be at that party, because we ________________ (go) abroad the following day.

7. I thought she _________________ (prepare) everything by our arrival, but I was wrong.

8. I was sure that after midnight I ______________________(sleep)

9. I _____________________ (send) this letter yesterday, but I didn't have enough time.

10. I knew his aunt ______________ (lend) him any money.

11. I __________________ (go) to the party, but Peter made me come.

12. Peter decided he __________________(go) to France on holidays.

13. I ____________________ (sign) the report when I noticed some alarming details.
Principio del formulario
Final del formulario




Conversation Questions
Talk about the following with your group. 
1. What are some things you could do when you were younger that you can’t do now?
2.  Think about your country. What are some things that you could do 10 years ago that you can’t do now? What are some things you couldn’t do 10 years ago that you can do now?
3.  Have any of the rules at work changed? How so? What are some things that you could do in the past that you can’t do now? Is there anything you couldn’t do in the past that you can do now?
4.  Talk about your biggest professional accomplishment. How were you able to achieve this?
5.  Think about you last few weeks at work. Tell your group about a difficult task that you had to work on. How did you manage to complete this task?
6.  Think about someone you know that has overcome a lot of adversity. How has this person managed to overcome this adversity? Do you think you’d be able to do the same if you were in his/her position?
7.  Have you ever worked on a project with people who constantly disagreed with each other? Tell your group about it.  Were you able to successfully complete the project?
8.  Have you ever had more than one job at the same time? If so, how were you able to handle such a busy schedule?

