Unit 21      Future Time Clauses

Grammar Explanations:

1. When a sentence about future time has two clauses, the verb in the main clause is often in the future (will or be going to). The verb in the time clause is often in the present tense. 

 Be careful! Do not use will or be going to in a future time clause. The time clause can come at the beginning or the end of the sentence. The meaning is the same. Use a comma after the time clause when it comes at the beginning. Do not use a comma when it comes at the end. For examples:

  He’ll look for a job when he graduates.

  I’m going to work after I graduate.   Not after I will graduate.  

  Before she applies, she’ll visit schools.  Or  She’ll visit schools before she applies.    Not she’ll visit schools, before she applies.

2. Here are some common time expressions you can use to begin future time clauses.

a. When, after, and as soon as often introduce the even that happens first.

  When I graduate, I’ll look for a job. 

  After I graduate, I’ll look for a job.

  As soon as I graduate, I’ll look for a job.

    (First I’m going to graduate. Then I’ll look for a job.)

  Before I get a job, I’ll finish school.

  Until I get a job, I’ll stay in school.

  By the time I get a job, I’ll be out of school.

  (First I’ll finish school. Then I’ll get a job.)

  While I look for a job, I’ll continue to study.

  (I will look for a job and study during the same time period.)

1. TRUE OR FALSE. Read each number sentenced. Write T(True) or F(false) for the statement that follows.

a. Amber will open her own business when she finishes school.

     Amber will open her own business. Then she’ll finish school.

b. Denzell won’t quit until he finds another job. 

     Denzell will find another job. Then he’ll quit.

c. Jack will retire as soon as he turns sixty.

     Jack will retire. Then he’ll turn sixty.

d. Marisa will call you when he gets home.

     Marisa will get home. Then she’ll call you.

e. While Li-jing is in school, she’ll work part-time.

     Li-jing will finish school. Then she’ll get a part-time job.

f. By the time Marta gets her diploma, she’ll be twenty-one.

     Marta will turn twenty-one. Then she’ll get her diploma.

2. COMBINE. Read about Sandy and Jeff. Combine the sentence.

a. Sandy and Jeff will get married. Then Sandy will graduate.

                           before                  .

b. Jeff is going to get a raise. Then they are going to move to a large apartment.

                                as soon as                .

c. They’re going to move to a large apartment. Then they’re going to have a baby.

After                                                          .

d. They’ll have their first child. Then Sandy will get a part-time job.

                                 after                          .
e. Their child will be two. Then Sandy will go back to work full-time.

By the time                                                    .

f. Sandy will work full-time. At the same time, Jeff will go to school.

                               while                          .

g. Jeff will graduate. Then he’ll find another job.

                                when                         .

3. COMPLETE. Look at this student’s worksheet. Complete it with the correct from of the verbs in parentheses.

I. Write your major goal.

I        (get) a job after I                 .

II. List three benefit of achieving your goal.

1. When I         (get) a job, I           (have)more money.

2. When I         (save) enough money, I         (buy) a used car.

3. I           (feel) happier when I        (be) employed.       

III. How will you reach your goal? Write down smaller goal.

1. As soon as I        (get up) in the morning, I         (buy) the newspaper to look at the employment ads.

2. When I       (speak) to my friends, I         (ask) them if they know of any jobs.

3. I          (look) at the job notice board when I     (go) to the supermarket.

4. Before I      (go) on an interview, I           (improve) my computer skills.

4. EDIT. Read this dancer’s journal entry. Find and correct seven mistakes in use of future time clauses. The first mistake is already corrected. Don’t forget to check for commas!

Tomorrow is my first dance recital! By the time I will write my next journal entry, it will already be over! As soon as we finish the performance there are going to be a big party for us. Reporters will be there when we enter the room. While we will celebrate, the press will interview members of the dance group. As soon as I get up Sunday morning I’ll buy the paper and read the interviews. We’re going to perform this show for two weeks. As soon as it’s finished, we learned a new program. I’m so excited. Ever since I was little, I’ve wanted to a ballet dance.  

