THE AMERICAN SCHOOL
ENGLISH ACADEMY

Course: ENGLISH VII
SYLLABUS
(PROGRAM AND GENERAL INFORMATION FOR THE CLASS)
Fourth Academic Period, 2013

Course Instructor: Lic. Mario Ehrler
Mobile number: 3182-3655
Consultation hours: Monday – Thursday: 10:00a.m. – 5:00p.m.
E-mail address: mario_ehrler@yahoo.com

Classroom: TBA
Time: 1:00p.m. – 5:00p.m. each Saturday

COURSE DESCRIPTION
This course continues your education and immersion in the English language. Through extensive practice, students enhance their vocabulary and fluency, they obtain higher writing skills, are given more reading that’ll develop their analytical skills, and are supported in their comprehension of a normal-paced, natural tone of voice. Students will find this class useful for their current and future jobs and academic courses. English level VII also offers assignments and projects oriented towards the students’ personal work requirements.

GOALS OF THIS COURSE
By the end of this course, students will be able to:
· Understand main ideas of texts and complex themes, including technical topics within their area of expertise.
· Interact with a certain degree of fluency and spontaneity with native English speakers.
· Write short, detailed, clear compositions on a wide variety of topics and explain their points of view about a topic, stating the advantages and disadvantages of several statements.

COURSE OBJECTIVES
· Review a process approach to writing and practice the design of a writing task.
· Practice communicational skills in several different situations.
· Incite students’ research skills by assigning homework that applies to their personal tastes and develops their area of expertise.
· Acquire a preference for organized writing.

RESOURCES AND SUPPORT MATERIALS
The course has been structured using the following textbooks:
· Clandfield, L., & Robb Benne, R. (2011). Global: Upper Intermediate. Oxford: Macmillan Education.
· Fawcet, S., & Sandberg, A. (1986). Evergreen: A guide to writing. Chicago: Houghton Mifflin Company.
On-line resources:
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/ (A website that offers extensive information in the area of writing; make sure you take time to browse through it, it can be a very useful tool for your writing assignments.)
http://www.thesaurus.com/ (An online thesaurus with synonyms and antonyms, pronunciation queues and sample sentences. Useful for vocabulary enhancement and writing exercises.)


CALENDAR AND CONTENT INFORMATION
This course lasts 11 weeks (11 4-hour classes each Saturday), distributed as follows:

· October 5 – October 12 / Weeks 1-2 / 8 hours
· Unit 1: Alive & Well
· Short, improvised debates supported by personal opinions
· People’s opinion on optimism 
· Project: writing an informational pamphlet

· October 19 – October 26 / Weeks 3-4 / 8 hours
· Unit 2: Right & Wrong
· Descriptions and discussions on right vs. wrong + literature background
· Supporting opinions, recommending
· Project: writing an essay

· November 2 – November 9 / Weeks 5-6 / 8 hours
· Unit 3: Land & Sea
· Class discussions on historical data
· Activities based on reflection
· Project: writing an ecological poster.

· November 16 – November 23 / Weeks 7-8 / 8 hours
· Unit 4: Magic & Mistery
· Oral practice with speculation; trustworthiness
· Presentations on opinions (supported)
· Project: a persuasive presentation

· November 30– December 7 / Weeks 9-10 / 8 hours
· Unit 5: Parents & Children
· Critical thinking on parenthood
· Written/spoken support of child rearing methods
· Project: posters on recollections
· FINAL EXAM: Friday, December 6th, online

· [bookmark: _GoBack]December 7th: Input Grades

REQUIREMENTS
Daily attendance is required and expected.
Participation is equivalent to 25% of the entire grade, seeing as class activities are essential to the success of the course. Students are expected to know about reading material assigned and actively participate in class discussions.
To receive a passing grade, students must have:
1. A minimum overall grade of 80% (including lab work)
2. Miss no more than eight hours throughout the entire course

METHODOLOGY
Instructor will present the topics of the unit and engage the students in discussions and reflections; texts related to the topics presented will be provided and the students will be motivated into analyzing them. Activities (such as debates, round tables, blackboard completion and games) will be used to move through the four competences tackled in the textbook. The textbook will be the primary source of support for the students, but class content may not always be referential to the activities therein. Students will be engaged in a short project for each of the five units the course covers, through which the teacher can evaluate their progress and learning. At the end of each unit a short quiz will test them on their written comprehension and production, while classroom presentations, activities and discussions will test their oral comprehension and production. A final test will be taken the last day of classes to test their overall learning of the units and topics treated.

EVALUATION
· Written examinations
Unit quizzes			15%
(each unit quiz is worth 3% of the final grade)
Final Exam			15%
· Final project			10%
· Unit development		60%
A total of FIVE units will be covered, each unit being worth 12% of the final grade. This 12% will be evaluated as follows:
	Unit project		5%
	Active participation	5%
	Writing journal		2%

