THE AMERICAN SCHOOL ENGLISH ACADEMY
ENGLISH I SYLLABUS
September 24th to December 15th, 2014

Course Instructor: 	Ana Quiñónez de Pineda
E-mail address: 	academiaingles.org 
Classroom: 		room 59
Time:			 5:00p.m. – 9:00p.m. Every Wednesday

COURSE DESCRIPTION
English Level I is a course that lasts 11 weeks. It is a basic language course designed for students who have not had formal training in the study of the foreign language. Its purpose is to provide the students the with basics of the English language - such as family vocabulary, expressions of daily usage, minimum grammatical structures, taking into account the different learning styles of the students.  Students will develop oral and written comprehension and expression and basic reading skills.
There will be an emphasis on the use of technology for the development of vocabulary, pronunciation and intonation through the use of the laboratory.

COURSE OBJECTIVES
The course is designed to enable you to acquire the basics of the English language - family vocabulary, expressions of everyday use, minimal grammatical structures - so that you can develop skills of expression and oral and written comprehension and reading at a basic level. Skills include: oral compression, oral production, interaction with others, reading and writing.
By the end of the course, you will be able to: 
· Listening: 
· Recognize familiar words and very simple expressions related to yourself, family and the environment in which you interact, provided you are spoken slowly and clearly.
· Speaking:
· Use expressions and simple sentences to describe yourself, where you live and the people you know. 
· Interact when spoken to and repeat words/expressions 
· Formulate and respond to simple questions on very familiar arguments.
· Reading;
· Understand short, simple texts, 
· Recognizing familiar names, words and basic expressions.   
· Read postcards with short, simple messages, advertisements, signs, catalogs.  
· Capture the idea of informational material, brief descriptions especially if they have the support of images. 
· Follow  short, simple directions


· Writing:
· Write simple expressions and sentences about yourself, about imaginary people, about the place where you live, and what they do.  
· Write short and simple compositions about family and other themes.

· Introduction to cultural competency:	
· Learn about some cultural aspects of the English-speaking countries and reflect on the differences between these cultures and their own.

RESOURCES AND SUPPORT MATERIALS
The course has been structured using the following textbooks:
· Clandfield, L., Pickering, K. (2010). Global. New York: Macmillan Publishers Limited
· On-line resources: TBA

REQUIREMENTS
Attendance is required and expected.
Participation is equivalent to 25% of the entire grade. Students are expected to know about the material assigned and actively participate in class discussions and activities.
To receive a passing grade, students must have:
1. A minimum overall grade of 80% (including lab work)
2. Miss no more than eight hours throughout the entire course

METHODOLOGY
It is based on the communicative approach, according to which the student learns to communicate in the English language immersed in situations as real as possible.  
Some of the techniques used:
· Skits, 
· Role-play,  
· Working in pairs or in small groups, 
· Games, tasks (task-based learning), 
· Dialogues, 
· Repeating to fix grammatical structures and concepts, etc.

An important component of the class will be the use of the laboratory where you can familiarize yourself with the pronunciation, intonation, and the English-speaking culture. 
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EVALUATION 
 This is how the students will be evaluated:

· Lab						10%
· Written Skills		              		50%
Unit quizzes		
Final Exam		
Homework		 
· Oral    						40%
Class participation	
Class work		
Projects (OE)	 	
Presentations		 
Attendance		  

CALENDAR AND CONTENT INFORMATION
This course lasts 11 weeks (4-hour classes each Thursday), distributed as follows:

· Sept. 24th  – October 1st  / Weeks 1-2 / 8 hours
· Unit 1: Facts and Figure 
· Getting to know each other better
· Introduction of the book and how to use it.
·  International words/ Numbers 1-99/ e-mail and websites addresses
· Grammar Articles a & an / Be / possessive adjectives
· Pronunciation: The Alphabet	
· October 8th  – October 15th  / Weeks 3-4 / 8 hours
· Quiz Unit 1
· Unit 2: Where and When
· Discussions about cities and countries. Where are you from? 
· Describing places
· Telling time and dates
· Grammar: Prepositions / also and too / Wh- question words / Simple present tense
· October 22nd  – October 29th   / Weeks 5-6 / 8 hours
· Quiz Unit 2
· Unit 3: Family and Friends
· Speaking about your family and friends
· Colors
· Possessives / Questions with do & does / Adjectives / Wh- question words
· Project: Speaking about your family presentation
· November 5th – November 12th   / Weeks 7-8 / 8 hours
· Quiz Unit 3
· Unit 4: Bed and Breakfast
· Hotel facilities / Furniture / Foods
· There is and thereARE / Countable and non-countable nouns / Quantifiers / 
· Project: Skit on hotels and foods

· November 19th   – November 26th / Weeks 9-10 / 8 hours
· Quiz Unit 4
· Unit 5: Film and Television
· A trip to the cinema / Television Programs / Phrasal verbs
· Adjectives / Frequency Adverbs 
· Project: Your favorite movie or TV program
· December 3rd  / Week 11 / 4 hours
· FINAL EXAM: Wednesday, December 3rd , (Units 1-5)
